
 

The end of the year always seems to be a time for refection; for times 

passed; for time to set goals & for time to look forward to new projects in 

the upcoming year. 

I was sitting under the first quilt I made (2002) & thinking about how I 

have evolved as a quilter in the 7 years since. 

Watching Show & Tell those first couple of years, I couldnôt imagine ever, 

ever, attempting landscapes or machine appliqué.  Someone new to the 

guild commented at the last retreat how I liked doing those itty-bitty appli-

qu®s now.  I really doubt Iôll ever do much handwork but something or 

someone may inspire me to try.  I have taken a few classes from teachers 

outside of the guild but I think it has been other members that have con-

tributed so much to my growth as a quilter.  Our oldest guild member 

(who has passed her 80th birthday) learned to paper piece this fall!  She 

is an inspiration to me to keep trying new techniques. 

At the last retreat I mentally added up the total cost of the sewing ma-

chines, fabric stashes & gismos in the room.  All combined it was an as-

tonishing figure & we are indeed a privileged bunch.  At the same time, I 

noted the number of projects being made for donation or gifts.  There is a 

wide range of economic backgrounds among us & the real privilege is be-

ing part of a group that shares a love of creativity & continues to give 

back to the community in many ways. 

Donôt forget we have two challenges running right now.  One is to make a 

quilt representing Campbell River & the other is to use the challenge fab-

ric in a quilt under the theme ñWorld of Quiltingò.  Both these challenges 

will be judged at the June wind-up.   

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR !  

Make a resolution to try something outside of your quilting comfort zone 

this year. 

 

       Lois Kelly 
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I asked myself òwhy would I pay good money to sew for 3 days straight when I could do this 

at home anytime I wantedó? 

I was saying this very statement last fall at a Guild Friday Luncheon & the next thing you 

know Iõm signed up for the retreat in November. 

As you can guess, I had never been on a retreat before.  One said ôyouõll have lots of funõ;  

another said ôbring lots to doõ; & then another said ôoh, youõll only get time to get one pro-

ject doneõ. 

Well, I fretted over what to bring, so I dug out all my patterns & material & started plan-

ning & cutting, planning & cutting  -  no I wonõt take that it is too complicated; maybe Iõll 

finish this project; oh no, I better cut out this one, letõs seeñthatõs 3 projects ready,  I 

had better cut out 3 more.  I was a mess.  

Then the LIST of what to bring arrived.  OMG.  Iõll have to rent a moving van to get all my 

stuff out to the resort.  

Thank You Leslie, for telling me to take a big breath, pour a glass of wine, & chill out.  

That did the trick (the glass or two of wine) - I started packing.  Oh, this isnõt too bad, this 

fits here, this fits there,   -  I think Iõll cancel the moving van. 

Iõm an early riser so off I went only to discover I was the first one to arrive (eager beaver 

or what?)  I also discovered:  

The ladies  -  fantastic  

The food  -  fantastic  (Thank you Colleen & Millie)  

The accommodation  -  fantastic  

The friendships made  -  fantastic  

The laughter  -  fantastic  

The atmosphere  -  fantastic  

I learned that everyone (and I mean everyone) makes mistakes.  Everyone shares their 

ideas, tips & techniques.  I learned that I was not the only one who forgets things (I had to 

make two trips home) & to top it off  I ended up with two finished quilt tops.  

So LADIES, my message to you is:  

 SIGN UP, YOU DONõT KNOW WHAT YOU ARE MISSING. 

 

Diana Dingwall 

TO GO ON RETREAT  ñ OR NOT?????  
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The total cost of a retreat is about $150 per 

person for the weekend.  

 If you have never been to a retreat & arenôt 

sure about staying for the night you can pay 

for the food & hall rental portion (around 

$60) & join us for the day.  

Retreats are a great way to 

connect with other guild 

members in a way that is not 

possible during regular meet-

ings.  Lots of informal teach-

ing, learning & ideas are 

shared during these week-

ends. 

RETREATS 

FEBRUARY 2010  

 

10 A- NIGHT 7 p.m.  

19 MERECROFT PUB 

 Noon  

19 MYSTERY RETREAT 

20 MYSTERY RETREAT 

21 MYSTERY RETREAT 

27 Bee- DAY  10:00 a.m.  

      Bring a Lunch  

 

CALENDAR 
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  JANUARY  2010  

 

 

13  A- NIGHT 7 p.m.  

22  KOTOõS JAPANESE 

 RESTAURANT  noon  

23  Bee- DAY 10 a.m.  

 Masonic Hall  

       Bring a Lunch  

  

   

MARCH 2010 

 

10 A-NIGHT 7 P.M.  

19 POPSEYõS noon 

27 Bee-DAY  10:00 a.m. 

        Bring a Lunch 

The next retreat is FEBRUARY 19thð21st.  This is a MYSTERY QUILT RETREAT. 

There are still some spots left.  Millie & Colleen are leading the weekend & will give everyone 

attending the fabric selection & cutting directions before the weekend.  As the weekend pro-

gresses the mystery of what the quilt pattern is will be revealed.  The price for attending will be a 

little higher as Millie & Colleen will be paid for leading the weekend & we canôt expect them to 

cook as well!  Pot-luck meals will be arranged & probably one dinner ordered from the Drift-

wood. 

The last retreat for the season is APRIL 23rdð25th. 

See Colleen to sign up. 



 

PLACEMAT CHALLENGE 
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Every year we donate placemats to ñMeals on Wheelsò.  As the placemats go to different individuals 

they donôt need to match.  Barb & Vi showed two great ways to free up some room in your stash! 

Vi had a number of beautiful placemats on hand.  She used orphaned blocks, BOM samples & extra 

panel pieces to create a number of placemats.  With some coordinating fabric & a little imagination 

any shape of block can be used. 

Barb Cruise demonstrated a óquilt-as-you-goô method to make placemats.  This method is simple, 

fun & the placemats turn out beautifully. 

We had 34 placemats turned in at the Christmas party.  This year everyone who participated was 

eligible for a draw of some lovely batik fat quarters. 

These placemats will brighten up the dinner setting of a number of seniors & shut -ins this 

winter season.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVING SALE!  

 

We will be closed Dec 24-Jan. 11th for moving & inventory. 

Sale is January 11thð16th. 

 

50% off Westminister fabrics  

(Kaffe Fasset, Amy Butler, Phillip Jacobs, Valori Wells, Jane 

Sasseman and others) 

50% off Asian Fabrics from Kona  

50% off Hobbs Heirloom batting  

(while supplies last) 

50% off other selected fabrics  

Visit us at our new location  

3314 7th Street, Cumberland 

Home at last!  With more Room! 

(Grey house on the corner of 7th & Ulverston) 

Phone:  250 336-2624 



 

NOVEMBER RETREAT 
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This year the fall retreat was 

extended an extra day.  Not 

everyone stayed the entire 

time but 24 people were 

there off & on for the week-

end.  There were lots of 

laughs, some cursing, some 

snoring & even some quilting 

done. 

 

 

As usual the food was wonderful, Mil-

lie & Colleen did their magic in the 

kitchen & we all ate very well.  For a 

bit of extra fun Millie & Colleen 

brought door prizes.  We also played 

ñI Spyò, which is next to impossible to 

solve in a room full of 6,000 scraps of 

fabric! 



 

JANUARY  

 

Nancy Johnstone 

Elaine Brooks 

Ann Rothwell 

Barb McCormack 

FEBRUARY 

 

Wendy Murdoch 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  
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Two days before a quilting retreat Maryõs husband puts his foot down & tells her she isnõt 

going.  Maryõs friends are very upset that she canõt go, but what can they do.  Two days 

later they get to the retreat only to find Mary sitting drinking a glass of wine.  òWow, how 

long have you been here & how did you talk your husband into letting you go?ó  òWell, Iõve 

been here since last nightéé...Yesterday evening, I was sitting on the couch & my husband 

came up behind me & put his hands over my eyes & said ôGuess whoõ?  òI pulled his hands off 

to find all he was wearing was his birthday suit.  He took my hand & lead me to our bedroom.  

The room was scented with perfume, had two dozen candles & rose petals all over éé..On 

the bed, he had handcuffs & ropes!  He told me to tie & cuff him to the bed, so I did.  And 

then he said, òNow, you can do whatever you want.ó  So here I am. 


